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mn Parliament bene el ale 1 ”6 Y 
bots! fs 1101 1fL E PETTTION, (Fe. SHEWETH,. 5 nen de, 24 


Pax s; che Erin and Firit of, thi = ü Conliination, the 
5 with We egy e Kaka, . | 
910 the Houle of Lords conbſt%.of Lords See _ Tempos 


3 ode Pr rivileges. = 1 
That thele two powers, if they ade 88 would: _ 
N eicher a;deſpatic parc 4268 Or a 9 raus;) hgarchy 4 5 
That the w om of, © our Anceſtors hath gone wed,. h 1 
riies may. 7 be Lc not. only harmle 9 e and 
ccifed far "thi he ſecuri ty and happ ine z 91 the People, 
That. 155 Teburity | nd, happineſs : are to be Tooke: for ir in the intra- 
| düsen "of 2 a Third Fe diſtin from,. and 4 A che-k upon, the, other 


hoe to the Peco le themſelves; 1 
That ſo much-depend: ng upon the, preferyation of this Third E i ate 
in ſuch its conſtitutional purity and, ſtrength, your Petitioners: are rea- 
| fonably e of hate ver may appear to vitiatz die one, or to impair 
the 9; 


That oe "the preſent day the Bebe” of *Coramons 5 75 not { Folly an 
fairly. repreſent the People of England, N ch. cophiſtently -with what 
your, etitioners conceive to be the x princi es 7 155 Confitution, they 


12 


That though the, terms in which your, Petitioners fate their grie+ 


entreated to believe that no rente is made 1 
offene GC. 5 


„An adeq on d own . of t the wth. e of bee do but fate A 


Ow PD 1555 e Repreſentations is prsgudieal to * inter- 


1 refer to the conſideration of your. Honourable Houſe 


your. Honourable Houſe mall be pleaſed to determine that the 


| People of England ought not to be fully, repreſented, your Petitioners 
pray that ſuch your determination may be made known, to the end that 


the People may, be, apprized of their "9 en büt if our Ho- 


nourable Houſe ſhall conceive that the People are already fully repre- 


ſented, then your, Petitioners beg leave to call. Four attention. to the 
following fafts : © | 


Vour Petitioners FRED that the number of Kepreſentatives al. 


Te to the diff 5 Counties is grolsly. Abe ian es their % m-. 


parative Extent, opulation' and Tr ade. 
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I, der Hing their, titles and ee either from the Cron, or 
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two branches « of: the Legiſlature ,. created by. repr clenting, aud hw 


1 konſider as a grievance, and therefore, with al becoming reſpect, lay 
1 their complaints before your Honourable Houle.. | 


vance may. be loo ed upon as ſtrong, yet, your, Jong urable Howe is 
of. for the due X 


2 Petitioners, in "affirn rming that = TOR Rost is not 7 


ets, your Petitioners apprehend they. may be allowed to decide for. $B 
museen but how far it is contrary to the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, 5 
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ve, Franchiſe is o 


your Honourable 


ora, which, even 


of the people to be repreſented. + -. 

"Y our earls complain, that the 
dy no uniform or rational principle | . 

\ Your Petitioners complain, that the exerciſe of the Elective Fran- | 
chiſe is only renewed once in Seven Years. ,  - 
inctly fate the ſubject matter of theif 


right of ne je regplated 


Your Petitioners. thus diſti > ſul 
complaints, that your Honourable Houſe may be convinced that they 
are acting from no ſpirit of general difcontent, and that you may with 
the more eaſe be enabled to enquire into the facts, and to apply the 

_ For the evidence in ſupport of the FIRST COMPLAINT, your 
it fitting, that Rutland and Yorkſhire ſhould bear an equal rank 1 
the ſcale of County Repreſentation; or can it be right, that Cornwall 
alone ſhould, by its extravagant proportion of Borough Members, out- 
ther, but of Middleſex added to them? Or, if a diſtinction be taken 
between the landed and the trading, Intereſts, muſt it not appear mon- 
ſtrous, that Cornwall and Wiltſhire ſhoald ſend more Borough Mem- 
bers to Parliament, than Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, Warwickſhire, 
Middleſex, ' Worceſterfhire, and Somerſetſhire united? and that the 


ber, the number returned for 4 wg 78 
VB etitioners is 
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Petitioners refer to the Return Book of your Honourable Houſe. —Is | 


number not only the Repreſentatives of Yorkſhire and Rutland toge- 
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of fictitious votes. | 
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They afflrmi, that in addition to the two hundred and ſeventy nine 


one hundred voters each, and two Uſtrits of Burghs, not containing 
one hundred and twentg five each, teturn fiftfen more Honourable | 
Members. Aud this your Petitioners are ready to prove. 

And in this manner, according to the preſent ſtate of the Reprefin-. . 
tation, two hundred and nity fog of your Honourable MemBers* * 
art chofen,. atid, being a majority of the entire Houfe of Commons, . 
are enabled to decide all queſtions in the name of the whole people of 
„ Too EDT 

TRE TRIX D Cour LAN of yonr Petitioners is founded on the * 


preſent . complicated rights of voting. From the caprice with which 


they have been varied, and the obſcurity in Which they have become 


ipvolved by time and contradictory detifions, they are become a” 


* 


Your Petitioners need not tender any evidence of the inconvenſences 


Which arte from this defe& in the Repreſentation, becauſe the proof 
is to be found in your Journals, and the Minutes of the different Com- 
mittees who have been appointed under the roth and xith of the 


King. Your Honourable Houle is but too well acquainted with the 


tedions, intricate, and expenſive ſcenes of litigation which have been 
brought before you, in attempting to. ſettle the legal import of thoſe 
numerous diſtinctions which perplex and confound the preſent rights 
of voting. How many months of your valuable time have been 
waſted, in liſtening to the. wrangling of Lawyers upon the varions- 
ſpecies of Burgagehold, Leaſehold, and Freehold ! f 


For, Botwallers, Commoenalty, Populac y, rehant Inhabitants and? 
Thhahifants-at large“ What labour and reſearch have been employed 
in endeayouring. to aſcertain the legal claims of Borough. nien, Alder<- 
men, Poft-men, Select- men, Burgeſſs, and Councfl-men! And 
what confuſion has ariſen from the complicated operation of claſhing” 
Charters, from Freemen© reſident and non-reſident, and from the 
different modes of obtaining the freedom of Cor poratlons by birtb, 

ſeronude, by marriage, by, redeniption, by election, and by pur=- 


= 


nale! Oy all theſe polpts it is however nzedleſs for your Petitio- 


5 te to enlarge, When your Honourabte Hon/BTrcolle& the follo | 


mg facts; namely, that fince the twenty-ſecond' of Hecember, 170% 
no leſs than twenty, one Committees have been employed in dec ding. 

upon litigated rights cf voting. Of theſe, eight were occupied with 
the diſputes of three Boroughs, and there 5 "Petitions from four 
places yet remaining, before- your Honourable Houſe, weiting for a" 
final 'decifion to inform) the Electors what the?r rights really” ars. PvE 
Bur the compleint of. your Petitioners on? 10 lubfecttot the Want“ 

of an uniform and equitable principle in regulating theriSintofyoring,” 
extends as wel to the n en Which he de extludes 
qualificatio | by whi! other OX : 7 dhiticel th Ane! 
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as to'the intricste qualificat al 
Seer nn: i 

"Religious, Opinions cre te un incapacity to vote. Alf Papifts ate! 
excluded generally, and, by the operatigh bf the Feſt Las, Prorett? 
ant Diſſenters are deprived of a voice in the election of R. plelehta- 
tives in about thirty Boroug s, where the richt of yotidg ix hHHted 
to Copyorate Officers alone za deprivation the more unſtable! be. 
cafe, though dbrmiideredt' as unworthy to vote, they are deemed ca 
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'. F  mittees” have been occupied in inveſtigating the nature of Scot and 
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pable of bing elected, and may be the Repreſentatives. of the v 


places for which they are diſqualified from being the electors. 11270 ; 7 

A man poſſeſſed of one thouſand pounds per annum, or any other . . 
um, ariſing from copybold, leaſchold for ninety-nine years, trade, 4 
property in the Public Funds, or even freehold in the city of London, | 
And many other cities and towns having peculiar juriſdictions, is not E 
{ 


thereby entitled to vote. Here again a ſtrange diſtinction is taken 
bet vc n eleRing and repreſenting, as a copyhold is a ſufficient qua- 
lification to fit in your Honourable HouſG. ee LS 

A man 1 107 . taxes to any amount, how. great ſoever, for his 
domeſtic eſtabliſhment, does not thereby obtain a right to vote, un- 
leſs his reſidence be in ſome borough where that right is veſted in the 
inhabitants. This exception operates in fixty places, of which 
twenty - eight do not contain three hundred voters each, and the 
number of houſeholders in England and Wales (excluſive of 
Scotland), who pay all taxes, is 714,911, and of houſeholders who 


FF ' pay all Taxes, but the Houſe and Window Taxes, is 284,459, as 
* _. appears by a return made to your Honourable Houle in 1785: ſo 
. tdttunhat, even ſuppoling the ſixty places abovementioned to contain, one 


with another; one thouſand voters in each, there will remain 939,370 
' houſeholders who have no voice in the Repreſentation, unleſs they 
have obtained it by accident or by purchaſe. Neither their contribu - 
tions to the public burdens, their peaceable demeanor as good ſub. - 
jects, nor their general reſpectability and merit as uſeful citizens, af- 
ford them, as the law now ſtands, the ſmalleſt pretenſions to partici - 
pate in the choice of thoſe, who, under the name of their Repreſen- 
_ - tatives; may diſpoſe of their fortunes and liberties. - © 
In Scotland the grievance arifing from the nature of the rights of 
voting, has a different and ſtill more intolerable operation. In that 
great and populous diviſion of the kingdom, not only the great mais 
| - of the houſehol.lers, but of the land holders alſo, are excluded from 
1 | all participation in the choice of Repreſentatives. By the remains of 
| " the feudal ſyſtem in the counties, the vote is ſevered from the land. 
and attached to what is called the ſuperiority. In other words it is 4” 
taken from the ſubſtance, and transferred to the-ſhadow, becauſe, 
thuugh 3 of cheſe ſuperiorities muſt, with very few exceptions, 
i ariſe from lands of the preſent annual value of four hundred pounds 
_ ſterling, yet it is not neceſſary that the lands ſhould do more than 
x 2 give a name to the ſuperiority, the poſſeſſor of which may retain the 
A right of voting notwithſtanding he be diveſted of the property. And 
=: - on the other hand, great landholders have the means afforded them 
by the ſame ſyſtem, of adding to their influence, without expence to 
themſelves, by communicating to their confiden til friends the pri- 
vilege of electing Members 0 ſerve in Parliament. The proceſs by 
which this operation is performed is ſimple. He who wishes to in- 
ereaſe the number of his dependant votes, ſurrenders his charter to 
the Crown, and parcelling out his eſtate into as many lots of four 
hundred pounds per annum, as may be convenient, conveys hem to 
uch as he can confiile in. To theſe, new charters are, upon applica- 
tion, granted by tue Crown, fo as to erect each of them into a ſupe- 
F ority, which privilege once obtained, the land itſelt is reconveyed to 
the original grantor; and thus the Re preſentatives of the landed inte- 
ret in Scotland may be chofen by thoſe who have no real or benefi- 
. _Gial intereſt in the land. 2 * KERN 
Sueßh is the firvation in which the Counties of Scotland are placed. 
With reſpect io the Burghs, every thing chat bears even the ſemblance | 
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ef popular choice, has long been done away. The election of Mem- 


bers to ſerve. in Parliament is veſted in the Magiſtrates and 'Town- 
Councils, who, having by; various innovations, conſtituted them- 
ſelves into ſelf· elected bodies, in ſtead of Officers freely choſen by the 
inhabitants at large, have deprived the People of all participation in 
that privilege, the free exerciſe of which affords the only ſecurity they 


can. poſſeſs for the protection of their liberties and property. 


_ © The Founru and Lasr ComPLarNnT.of your, Petitioners is 


the length of the duration of Parliaments. Your Honourable Houſe 
knows, that by the ancient laws and ſtatutes of this kingdom, fre- 
quent Parliaments ought to be held; and that the fixth of William 


and Mary, c. 2. (ſince repealed) ſpeaking while the ſpirit of the Re- 


volution was yet warm, declared, that frequent and new Parlia- 
ments tend very much to the happy union and good agreement be- 


tween King and People; and enacted, that no Parliament ſhould 
laſt longer than three years. Vour Petitioners, without preſuming to 
add to ſuch an authority by any obſervations of their own, humbly 


y that Parliaments may not be continued for ſeven years. 


Vous Parrriouzgs have thus laid befoce you, -the ſpecific 


3 of complaint, from which they conceive every evil in the 
e 


preſentation . to. ſpring, and on which they think every abuſe and 


inconvenience is founded. eie ECT mot ts | 
What thoſe abuſes are, and how great that inconvenience is, it 


becomes your Petitioners to ſtate, as the beſt means of juſtifying their 
preſent application to your Honourable Houſe. | 


* - 


_ + Your Petitioners then affirm, that from the combined operation 


of the defects they have pointed out, ariſe thoſe: ſcenes of confu- 
ſion, litigation- and expence, which ſo diſgrace the name, and that 


* 


extenſive ſyſtem of private patronage, which is ſo repugnant to the 


* % 


ſpirit. of free Repreſentation. 


Vous Petitioners unreat of your Honourable Houſe to confider 


the manner in which elections are conducted, and to reflect upon 
the extreme inconvenience to which electors are expoſed, and the 
intolerable expence to which candidates are ſubjected. . 
Vour Honourable Houſe knows that tumults, diſorders, outrages, 
and perjury, are often the dreadful attendants on conteſted elections 

as at th's time carried on- | | > ESTs | 


Your Honourable Houſe knows that polls are aly taken in one 

fixed place for each county, city, and borough, wh 

be ten or ten thouſand, and whether they be reſident or diſperſed 

% ͤ˙¼ AAA. ͤ ͤ K ͤ as oo . 18 
Your: H:nourable Houſe knows that Polls, however few the 


EleQtorss may by law be continued for fifteen days, and even then be Y 


hjected to a ſcrutiny. 


| Your Honourable Houſe knows that the management and conduct | 1 


of polls is committed to returning officers, who, from the very nature 


of the proceedings, mult be inveſted with extenſive and diſcreti- 
onary powers, and who, it appears by every volume of your Jour- 
nals, have but too often exerciſed thoſe powers with the moſt groſs 
part ality and the moſt ſcandalous corruption. | 1 


Ol elections arranged with ſuch little regard to the accommodation 


of the parties, acknowledged to require ſuch a length of time to com- 


plete, and truſt⸗d to the ſuperintendence of ſuch ſuſpicious agents, 


your Petitioners * eaſily draw out a detail of the expence. But 
he tact is too notorious to require proof, that 
. Sa — 5 
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reve nftaides' ed be perch 
difputed ſeat in Parliament,” ata lets coft than from tWò to ſtve thou- 
ſand pounds ; Particular caſes are not wanting where ten times theſe 
ſums have been paid, but i is ſufficient for your Petitioners to affirm, 
and o be able to prove it if denied, that, ſuch is the ek pence of a2 
conteſted return; that he who ſhould become a Candidate with even 
greater funds than the law requires him to wear to as his qualifica- 
tien to ſit in your Honourable Houſe, mult eicher relüqmiſtr his pre- 
tedſions on the appearance of àn oppoſition, or ſo reduce his fortune 
im che conteſt, that he could not take his ſeat without per 
Tus levſion of the original polls hefore the Comun on 
 Honourab'e Houſe upon appeals frorn the deciſton of the returning 
ofheers,: affords'a freſh ſource of ves ation and expence to all parties. 
Your honoura»le Houſe knows, that the complicated rights of voting, 
and the ſhameful*pra&ices which diſgrace election proceedings, have 
Lo loaded your table with Petitions for judgment and redrets; that 
one half of the uſual duration of « Parliament, has ſcarcely been ſuf- 
ficient to ſettle who is entitled to fit for the other Half; and it was not 
till Within the laſt two months, hat your Honourable Hôuſe had an 
opportunity of diſcovering} that the two Gentlemen; ho fat and 
voted near tlitee years as the Repreſentatives of che Borough of Stock 
bridge, hal procured themſelves to be elected: by the moſt ſeandaldus 
bribery, and that the two Gentlemen who fat and voted during as long. 
à period for the Borough of Great Grimſby, had not been elected at all- 
In truth all the miſchiefs of the pretent > ſy ſtein of * Repreſentation : 
are aſcertained by the difficulties which even tlie zeal and wiſdom of 
your Honourable' Honſe experience in attending to the variety of 
complaints brought before your Phough your. Committees ſit five 
hours every day from the time of their a 
are unable to come to a deciſion in lets t 
frequently are detained from thirty' to forty days. The Weſſffinſter 
caſe w 1789, will even furniſh your Honourable Houſe with an 
jaſtance, where, after deliberating forty-five days a Committee grave: * 
ly refolved, that, „from an attentive conſideration of the cireum- 
, ſtances rell ting to the cauſe, a final decifion of the buſthefs before 
cc them could not take place in the courſe of the Se ſſio and that not. 
4% improbably the whole of the Parliament, (Hing at that tig e 
two years longer to fit) «© might be e6nfamed in a tediohs 2 
« ſive litigation 
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zuck expen- 
and they recommended it to the Petiiioners to 
withdraw their Petition, which, after a fraitleſs perſtveranet of above 
three months, they were atually obliged to ſubmit to 
"Your Petitioners will only upon this ſubject further add, that the- 
expence io eech of the parties, who have beem eitflef Plaintiff or De- 
fendant in Pelitions tried before your Honourable Höuſe in the pre- 
ſent Seſſion}. has upon ati average, amounted to ahove one hundred 
pounds per day; and that the Attormes“ Bills in one cauſe, the trial? 
of which in point of forin only laſted two davs, and in point of fact 
only fix hours, amounted to very near twelve H 
this your Petitioners are realy to prore. 
Your PETITIONERS mult now beg 
the Houle to the greateſt evil produced by theſe defects in the Repre- 
ſentation of Which they complain, namely, the extent of PRIVATE 
PARLIAMENTARY PATRONYA OCE: an abu | 
to-excivde the great mais of the people from 


in the Election of the Houte of Conimens; and Wkich, in its progreſs; 
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of the Kin of the Lerds, and of the Commons. 
The P bh atronage of 5 your Peti tioners complain, is A ___ 


1 5 THAT which ariſes from the unequal diſtribution, of the Elec- 
tive Franchiſe, and the peculiar rights tyoting by which certain 


places return Members to ſerve in Parlia, nent: and THAT. which 
wu from the expence attending 4 wa Elections, and the conſey 


nt degree of power acquired by wealth. 
By thele two n. eans, a weight of Parliamentary 8 has been 


obtained by certain individuals, forbidden by the ſpirit of the laws, 
and in its conſequences molt dangerous to the Liberties of the People 


N Ore, Britain, 
operation of the FIRST ſpecies of Patronage i is direct, a ſubs 


ba polnie pr py E1GHTY-FOUR individuals do by: "their oven 
immediate den o fend oNE HUNDRED. AND FIFTY-SEVEN of | 


your Honorable 1 ibers to Parliament. And this your Petition- 
ers are ready, if the fact be diſputed, to prove, and to name the — 


dere and the Patrons. 1 
The SECOND ſpecies of Patronage cannot be ſhewn withequal = | 


curacy, though it is felt with equal force. 


1 Your Petitioners are c convinced, that in addition 1 to the. one 88 
and fifty-ſeven Honourable Members above-mentioned, one hundred 
and fifty more, making in the whole THREE HUNDRED AND. $E- 


VEN, are returned to your Henourable Houſe, not by the collected 
voice of thoſe whom they appear to repreſent, but by the recommen- 


| Ubliod of. ſeventy powerful individuals, added to the eighty-four be- 


fore · mentioned. and making the total nuniber of Patrons altogether. 
only ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOUR, who return a DEC3DED 


MAJORITY of your Honorable Houſe. 


If your Honourable Houſe will accept as evidence the the.« common re- 
port and e belief of the Counties, Cities, and — 2 which 
embers alluded to, your Petitioners are to name 
wem, and to prove the fact; or if the Members in r can be 
made parties to the enquiry, your Petitioners will name them, 


de governed by the, teſtimony which they themſelves ſhall publicly 
give, But if neither of theſe proofs be thought conſiſtent with the 
proceedings of your Honourable Houſe, then your Petitioners, can 


only aſſert their belief of the fact, which they hereby do in the moſt 
folemn manner, and on the moſt deliberate conviction. | _ 


, Your Petitioners entreat your Honourable Houle to believe that, in 


complaining of this ſpecies of influence, it is not their intention or 


_ Gefire to decry, or to condemn that juſt and natural attachment which 
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